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THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART PRESENTS YIDDISH FILM FESTIVAL 
June 2, 16, 23, and 30; July 7, 14, 21, and 28 

Since 1976, The National Center for Jewish Film at Brandeis University in Waltham, Massa- 
chussetts, has been systematically collecting, restoring, and preserving Yiddish-language films. Nine 
classic movies, most from the 1930’s and restored by the Center, comprise this series presented by 
The Cleveland Museum of Art between June 2 and July 28. Yiddish cinema during this early period 
was a direct offshoot of traditional Yiddish theater, reflecting a rich and mystical folk culture and ±e 
unique flavor of Yiddish speech. The festival offers insight into Jewish culture of the early 1900’s, 
with themes ranging from the promise and hardship of immigration, to the conflict between old- 
world values and social change, to the influence of traditional religious ideas in contemporary life. 

East and was made in 1923. The oldest film in ±e festival, it is silent and will be 
shown with live musical accompaniment by the Kleveland Klezmorim. Molly Picon and Jacob 
Kahch, American Yiddish stage actors travelling in Europe at the time, are featured in this classic 
comic story of an American- Jewish garment manufacturer who decides to take his fun-loving 
daughter on a trip back to his Polish homeland and on to Vienna, with many clashes of cultures 
along the way. At the other end of the spectrum is a much darker film. The Dybbuk, made in 1937. 
The eerie story revolves around the link - before, during and after life - between two young 
people whose fathers pledged them to each other before either was born. Playwright S. Ansky 
infiiscd the original drama with the folklore of the Ukrainian provinces of Volynia and Podolia; this 
film version translates that mysticism into a stylized, expressionistic view of a culture that was all but 
wiped out by the tragedies of World War II and the Holocaust. All of these Yiddish-language 
movies share that historical dimension, as many aspects of the world they portray now exist only in 

memory— and in a few films. Fortunately, the National Center for Jewish Film has undertaken the 
task of preserving that film record. 
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(Film details next page) 
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2 - Yiddish film series/the Cleveland museum of art 


Shown Sundays at 2 pm. Admission $3, CMA members $2 (unless noted). 
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The Museum’s TMi^ Film Festival is made possible in part by a gift from 
the Ratner, Miller, Shafran Foundation. 
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